2.   CHINA AND INDIA1

I AM profoundly grateful to the Chinese Government for their
kind thought in asking me to visit this country, acquaint
myself with its cultural life and do a little for promoting
friendly co-operation between our two countries. Though
the people of China are now engaged in a life and death
struggle, they are not unmindful of the enduring values of
life, values that have played a noble part in the shaping of
the Chinese life and character, respect for learning and
scholarship and the importance of cultural collaboration.
Our countries have been linked together from before the
Christian era in matters of learning and culture. All these
centuries we have met as friends and comrades in the pursuit
of learning and the cultivation of virtue and not as rivals and
exploiters. Our civilizations which are of great antiquity
and of unbroken continuity possess a common cultural
and spiritual background. They have similar ideals of
human life and fellowship. On the political plane our
relations have been a unique example of good-neighbourly
behaviour. We have not suffered from the distrust and
fear of the foreigner.

MUTUAL INFLUENCE2

It is very probable that during the period of the sixth to
the fourth century B.C., when Taoism was in a formative
condition, the mystic doctrines of the Upanisads and the
technique of Yoga including breath-control and spiritual
ecstasy were conveyed to China by Indian and Chinese
merchants. But we are not in a position at present to estab-
lish that this was so.

The Mauryan emperor Asoka, whose empire extended
over the natural frontiers of India, is well known for his
international appeal and purpose. He sent missionaries

1.   See Appendix H

2.   See Appendices U, III & IV